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Kazuhiko Ooigawa, the governor of Ibaraki Prefecture

It is our immense pleasure to publish this brochure of the Ibaraki Agricultural Consultants
Association. I would like to express my gratitude to all the members of the association for their
hard work to improve the agriculture of our prefecture.

Ibaraki is blessed with vast fields and mild climate suitable for farming. We also have the
advantage in location of being close to Tokyo Metropolitan Area. Throughout the prefecture,
agricultural products are produced in great abundance and are of very high qualities. However,
the situation surrounding agriculture is becoming more severe as domestic demand shrinks due
to the decrease of the population. In addition to that, the number of young farmers is
continually decreasing.

In order to secure the sufficient income and realize "profitable agriculture" for the motivated
farmers, we are promoting the aggregation and consolidation of farmlands as well as

implementation of the latest technology to increase the production amount. We are also

4

) 4

5 BRI 1 KIEN F1E

Governor of Ibaraki Prefecture OOIGAWA Kazuhiko
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promoting the Ibaraki-original branded products for additional value and expanding sales
channels domestically and internationally. We put a large emphasis on the expansion of the
market. This includes the supporting of the advertising activities for exportation of the
agricultural products to overseas and promoting online sales in collaboration with food delivery
companies as well as matching opportunities between them.

We believe that agricultural consultants are the leaders of the local farms. We hope that their
initiative work to differentiate the agriculture of Ibaraki will be successful and their strong
commitments and passion for agriculture will be appreciated by the consumers in Japan and
overseas.

Ibaraki prefecture will continue to support the activities of the Agricultural Consultants
Association. In closing, we would like to pray for the success of the association and continued

health and happiness of the members.
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Ibaraki Agricultural Consultants Association was founded in 1978 and consists of over two
hundred members who have been qualified by the prefectural governor. They have been playing
the leading role for the agriculture of Ibaraki. The activities of the association includes: 1.
Securing the human resources development and recruitment in agriculture. Giving guidance on
management and provision of technology to the new farmers. 2. Holding study sessions for each
specialized department aiming to improve the management skills and knowledge. 3. Making
proposals to the prefecture and the Japanese government to solve the problems that the
agricultural producers have.

This booklet is the fruit of our discussion with the governor Ooigawa. We came up with the
idea to publish a booklet that would help and promote new transactions and sales.

Ibaraki Prefecture is one of the top agricultural prefectures in Japan with many items of the
highest agricultural production in Japan. However, I feel that the general recognition of our

products within Japan is still insufficient. We hope that this booklet will let more people,
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including those involved in distribution, sales, and processing, know about our products, and to
expand the sales channels. We added the English translations to let the international customers
know about the beauty of our agricultural products and to appeal to the global markets.
Not only the agricultural industry but economic activities in general are facing more difficulties.
In order to overcome it, we decided to work on sales. We hope that the farmers in Ibaraki will
take initiative and improve their management skills which will lead to the regional vitalization.
We will continue to work hard with the involving organizations and bodies and practice
“profitable agriculture” . Your kind support and cooperation are always highly appreciated.
Finally, T would like to express my gratitude to the local companies which support our
activities and to Mr. Norio Fushishiro and the staff of Norio Fujishiro Design Office who have
worked hard to publish this booklet.
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Moreover, Ibaraki is the largest producer of many items such as chicken eggs, sweet potatoes, bell peppers, melons,
lotus roots, dried sweet potatoes and potherb mustard. Ibaraki plays an important role as an agricultural provider not

only for the metropolitan areas but also throughout Japan and even overseas.

The rich nature of Ibaraki combined with the wisdom and the experiences of the ancestors enriched the diversity of
the food culture. We believe that a culture is built upon the history and traditions. It is created by the human mind
and the food culture is the foundation of it. Traditionally, agricultural people, the Japanese lived a lifestyle
harmonious with nature and the climate. We appreciated all four seasons and ate the seasonal vegetables and
maintained our health.

Producing grains has been always hard so, to maintain our health and prevent diseases, the “Five Festivals” were
created. We all have turning points in our lives. We also have turning points in a year, and even in a day. In fact, we
divide a day by three meals, breakfast, lunch and dinner. Therefore, the education of food is the education of how we

live our lives.
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Culinary expert NEMOTO Etsuko

Mz s REEDFHENAFEO S BEDE 2D K EI
HAEFE Ry TEITLCHE N 2N oK D%
WOV E A g A E RNy H A& B g
= 7” 5&3’3@ ‘m‘fvik‘iﬁigﬁﬁgg%’f\bfa
LY T hge S gvo o A o
oot Mo & deogn Wy ZJ&@(LE\[;*&:%@%T& 53
*z”igff'ﬁi7kfﬁ‘fﬂbif“lim ﬁﬁéﬂﬁbrf'afja
h e S tal g0 Hmo Ry am S RE R
c ot rfpmmmg o cElaE @A e xDly
5/7*;{@7%/\175’14\@)”4‘ '_a)E%j:/\éa'C‘%qzqztﬁ
L OO T N e S = EEOE D M BT w8 e

MLDZIEAEA L

4 1A o HLEE JR R D 8

I

Ibaraki prefecture is located approximately halfway between the south and north of Japan and is blessed with
abundant nature, a mild climate and a vast and flat land. Moreover, the tides of warm and cold currents of the Pacific
Ocean run just off its coast. In the era of "Hitachi Province Fudoki", Hitachi Province (where current Ibaraki
prefecture is) was described as follows:

"This vast land is blessed with the products of the sea and mountains. People live in prosperity like it is the
paradise.”

Various rivers such as Kuji, Naka, Kokai, Kinu, Tone and also various lakes such as Kasumigaura, Kitaura, Hinuma
and Ushikunuma provide abundant water resources. They contribute to the rice farming of these areas. With a rich
climate, the rice of Ibaraki has a long history. Ibaraki is the best provider of rice in Kanto region. Koshihikari is the

most cultivated rice in Ibaraki. It has the three important qualities of rice; glossiness, firmness and starchiness.

Large-grained rice "Fukumaru" is a special variety of Ibaraki which has a strong umami component. Akitakomachi is
mainly cultivated in the early rice-producing areas of Ibaraki, and since it can be harvested from mid-August, it is

popular as a delicious new rice that delivers the taste of autumn a little earlier.
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Ken Advisor Chalrman
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The agriculture of Ibaraki has served to supply the demanded products of the consumers in the
metropolitan area with a mass production and reasonable prices. As we are facing the decrease of
consumption due to the aging population with declining birthrate, we need to establish the new
channels of supplies in order to secure steady incomes. We hope this brochure will help you develop
your new market.We, agricultural management consultants work with the government and support

farmers in Ibaraki to realize profitable farming.
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BUNZUI Yasushi Advisor Chairman
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A part of the work of agricultural consultants is to provide guidance on techniques and management
to young people who want to be farmers. We also introduce farmlands and customers to the new
farmers who are about to start their own companies. This brochure was created for sales promotion,
but you can also discover the human side of our members who are working to support the regional

agriculture. We hope you get to know the top business farmers of Ibaraki through this booklet.
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SOMENO Minoru Advisor Chairman
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Becoming an agricultural consultant enabled me to establish relationships beyond the region and products with
great farmers who run their own companies. As I exchanged my ideas and thoughts with the members of Ibaraki
Agricultural Consultants Association, I was able to think over and improve my management as well as I got access
to useful information for the betterment of the business.The agricultural products on this brochure are produced
using high cultivation techniques and they represent the products of Ibaraki prefecture. We hope you will get

interested in our member farmers and farming of Ibaraki. May this brochure create bonds between you and us.
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